
Isaiah Mays, Buffalo Sol-
dier, served during the 
Indian Wars.   In May of 
1889 Isaiah was escorting 
the Army Paymaster 
when they were set upon 
by robbers.   Isaiah was 
shot in both legs.   The 
robbers got the money 
but Isaiah crawled for two 
miles to obtain help for 
the wounded.   For his 
heroism he received the 
nationôs highest award, 
the Medal of Honor.   Later 
he applied for a pension 
and was denied.   When he 
died in 1925 he was bur-
ied in a field in a pauperôs 
grave.   110 years later he 
finally received a Medal of 
Honor headstone, but he 
was still in a pau-
perôs grave.  Es-
cort May 21st to 

Arlington.   

James William Dunn 
served for 35 years in the 
US Army as a Medical Aid 

man.    

While serving in the Re-
public of Vietnam his base 
came under heavy enemy 
attack.   James, without re-
gard to his own safety, re-
trieved a number of 
wounded soldiers, admin-
istered lifesaving tech-
niques and carried them to 
safety, thus saving many 
lives.   For his heroism, 
James received the Silver 
Star for valor in combat.   
He will be escorted to Ar-

lington May 21.  
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Johnnie Franklin Calla-
hanôs dream was to be 
buried at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.   On May 
21 the Missing in America 
Project will escort 
Johnnie to Arlington for a 
full military honors burial. 
His family will also at-
tend. Johnnie served in 
the Navy during WWII on 
the USS Aulick.   While at 
sea a Japanese bomber 
dropped a live bomb onto 
the deck.   Johnnie picked 
it up and threw it out to 
sea thus saving count-
less lives.   For his hero-
ism, Johnnie received the 
nationôs third highest 
award for combat valor, 

the Silver Star.  

 

 

 

I TõS  T H E  R I G H T  T H I N G  TO  D O  

On May 21, 2009, the MIAP Funeral Escort Team, the Old Guard Riders,  the 
Buffalo Soldiers MC and other riders will leave Sacramento, CA and Phoenix, 
AZ on a mission to escort the remains of Johnnie Franklin Callahan,  James 
William Dunn  and Isaiah Mays to their final resting place at Arlington National 

Cemetery.   The service will take place at Arlington on May 29, 2009.   
MIAP NEWSLETTER 

http://www.oldguardriders.com
http://www.miap.us/
http://www.miap.us/Honors At Arlington.htm


I received a phone call from the 

Captain of the Traffic Division of 

the Lexington Police Depart-

ment...the second largest Police De-

partment in Kentucky. I sent the 

Lexington Chief a letter advising 

him that we were coming through 

his City May 26-09 and did not re-

quest anything from them. I re-

ceived a call tonight from the Sgt 

Richardson from the Motorcycle 

Division and he was extremely nice 

to me. He advised that he will pro-

vide 9 Motorcycle Police Motorcycle 

Officers and two marked cars to 

pick us up when we arrive at the 

County line and provide a full Police 

Escort through Lexington, Ky. to 

including blocking off all interstate 

ramps and they are Honored to do this 

for us. The Winchester Police will pick 

us up at their County Line and escort us 

to the 94 Exit Staging area for the big 

Kentucky Welcome. He stated that he 

requests that all of our convoy stay in 

the right lane and do not attempt to 

block any ramps because his Officers 

will do this for us. We will have a 

straight shot through Lexington with no 

stopping. The Louisville Jefferson 

County Sheriff John Aubrey is provid-

ing Motorcycle escorts through Louis-

ville to Shelbyville. The Kentucky State 

Police has also been advised by me and 

wait for their answer. 

 

Walt Oster 

Kentucky 
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CALIFORNIA NEWS  

end, we discussed him 

attending the 20 May 

Missing in America 

Project scheduled for 

the afternoon at the 

Arco Arena.  He ex-

pressed real interest in 

attending.   

In support of this 

event, we asked Jim if 

heôd spread the word 

to all the legislators 

and encourage them to 

attend.  I will be pro-

viding you shortly with 

a suggested email for 

him to send out to leg-

islators. 

Also, we are hoping the 

assembly might pro-

vide a California flag 

and resolution sup-

porting the MIAP mis-

sion and its escort of 

soldiersô remains to 

Arlington.  Can your 

office help to secure a 

California flag and the 

resolution? 

 

 

MIAP:  Pete Conaty 

met some of you at the 

California VVA Con-

vention in Fresno.  

Pete is working on ob-

taining a Legislative 

resolution from Sena-

tor Sam Aanestad and 

a Governor's resolu-

tion on MIAP.  Pete 

would like to keep in 

touch and will be up-

dating you. 

Pete is working on get-

ting the Senate Resolu-

tion presented on the 

Floor of the Senate on 

Thursday, May 21. 

 

When Jim was up here 

to attend the Special 

Forces monument 

dedication last week-

I t ô s  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  d o 



Americans have fought and died 

for their country from the very 

beginning. In the French and 

Indian War, Americans fought 

as colonists of Great Britain and 

then in the Revolutionary War 

to gain Independence as a sover-

eign nation. While the Revolu-

tionary War was fought to gain 

Independence, the War of 1812 

was fought to maintain it. Some 

wars such as the Mexican-

American War, the Spanish-

American War, and the Ameri-

can Indian Wars were fought as 

part of this nationôs expansionist 

policies. The Korean War, the 

War in Vietnam, and the War 

in Iraq (Desert Storm), were 

fought to defend another na-

tionôs freedom. World Wars I 

& II were fought in defense of 

world freedom, and the Ameri-

can Civil War divided this 

country and challenged it to 

truly make this one nation with 

freedom for all. Today Ameri-

cans are fighting in Iraq to 

ensure freedom and democ-

racy for that nation.  
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Go Gently 

 

Go Gently dear brothers, your wait is done. 

Your final rest is here and peace has come. 

Taps has sounded and you are dismissed. 

No longer forgotten, but you will be missed. 

 

The peace you were promised has finally arrived. 

Greet your brothers with arms open wide. 

Go Gently dear brothers no more to fight. 

Go Gently dear brothers into the light. 

 

You served your country with honor and pride. 

No longer forgotten or cast aside 

We are proud of what you have done. 

But sorry you were forgotten for so very long. 

 

Go Gently dear brothers the Lord awaits you smiling 

His arms wide open his heart is crying 

Go Gently dear brothers through the gates of heaven 

You are gone from here but will never be forgotten 

Emotions surround me on this day of despair 

At the Veterans memorial, sorrow wafts in the air 

We honor eight Veterans and lay them to rest 

The armed forces tribute for Americaôs best.   

  

Their comrades escort them to this hallowed place 

A disciplined march, in synchronized pace.   

Seven Honor Guard set, arms shouldered to fire 

Three shots will ring out, all meant to inspire 

  

Each volley thunders as it moves through my soul  

The flood in my eyes, I no longer control.   

Softly, the bugle mourns one final song 

Taps for these men, their day is now done. 

  

As I hold my flag high, to honor these men  

My heart starts to ache for what gathered us in.   

The journey each took to this final place 

Is unbearably sad and should cause us disgrace.   

  

Missing in Action, we all know this phrase 

A price our men pay for defending our ways.   

But missing at home, these men should not bear 

Being left on a shelf with no one to care.   

  

Their families are absent; they donôt know weôre here  

Theyôve left these men stranded, year after year.   

On funeral home shelves, their fate left unknown 

So our mission wonôt end, till all are brought home 

  

Weôll honor their service and life since the war  

And place them with God to rest evermore.   

Old Glory is folded and placed at their side 

Weôll remember forever, Americas Pride 

  

Missing in America, a project held dear 

Will find all these men and see them brought here 

They defended this Nation with courage and grit 

We owe it to them to never forget 
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IOWA BURIES SEVEN FORGOTTEN  VETERANS  

April 24th, 2009 the Miss-
ing In America Project of 
Iowa interred seven for-
gotten veterans. The vet-
erans were found in two 
different locations in the 
State of Iowa and 
brought together in 
Knoxville at the Bybee & 
Davis funeral home. 
From the funeral home 
they were escorted by 
over 700 motorcycles, 
cars and trucks to the 
Iowa National Veterans 
Cemetery in Van Meter. 
The escort procession 
stretched for over five 
miles. It was a sight to 
behold. The service was 
attended by over 2000 
people, all of whom did 
not know the veterans 

that were buried.   

The Army, Navy, Marine 
and Air Force Honor 
Guards were in atten-
dance and provided hon-
ors for the veterans, along 
with a bagpipe brace and 
several veterans organiza-
tions. Several media out-
lets were present and did 
stories on the funeral and 
the MIAP. The veterans 
were laid to rest with the 
honor and dignity that 
they were promised and 
deserved. The search 
continues in Iowa and all 
around the US. The for-
gotten, unclaimed Vets 
need to be found and 

brought to their final rest.  

 

        Prayers needed for an American hero 
 

I know this isnôt really part of MIAP but ð oh like heck it isnôt.  An American hero, an active duty sol-

dier, is missing or, as the DoD likes to say ñDuty Status Whereabouts Unknown (DUSTWUN)ò. The ac-

tion occurred May 1 near the village of Nishagam, in Konar Province, Afghanistan.  
 

Our missing hero is Staff Sgt. William D. Vile, 27, of Philadelphia, Pa.  He is assigned to the 1st Brigade, 

1st Infantry Division, Fort Riley, Kan.  
 

Anyone happen to hear about this on the news?  I sure didnôt.  A protector of our freedom, one of Amer-

icaôs best is missing but canôt beat out an American Idol episode, what Miss California said in an exercise 

of free speech, etc.   
 

Anyone reading this blog entry please pray for the safe return of Staff Sgt. Vile.  Our thoughts are with 

his loved ones and friends, as well as those he serves with. 

http://picasaweb.google.com/cradloff/090424ALRAtVanMeter
http://www.urnsofwood.com/
http://ironhearsedestinations.org/1.html

